
 

                                                                                         

          

A WORD for the Journey 
 

BOLD 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel...”  

– Romans 1:16 

Freedom of Speech & The Fire of Hell 
Over the next two weeks I will be caring for Karen (who has just had surgery on her right foot) and the kids- not that I ever don’t 

care 😊- so I am taking a two week break from the usual format of A Word for the Journey. 
 
The following are suggested readings to do with the preaching series (‘BOLD’) I will be taking over the next few weeks. What has 
instigated this series are the increasing attacks we are seeing against Christians who seek to testify of their faith in the public square. 
 
The call for every Christian is to not shrink back (Heb.10:38-39), not to be ashamed of the gospel (Rom.1:16) and to speak the word 
of God with boldness (Acts 4:31). 
 
1. Acts 3:1-26 
2. Acts 4::1-12 
3. Acts 4:13-31 
4. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
5. From where do Christians derive their beliefs?- The Bible 

• 2 Tim.3:16-17 (NIV)- 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

• Hebrews 4:12 

• 2 Peter 1:20-21 

6. What do Christians believe about heaven, hell and salvation? 

Some claim to be Christians but don’t believe scripture is God’s word 

1. ‘Good people’ don’t go to heaven 

a. There are no ‘Good people’- Rom.3:10-12- 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one 

understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no 

one does good, not even one.” 

b. If you’re relying on your goodness to get to heaven- you are not going there 

2. Only ‘God’s people’ go to heaven 

a. It’s all about receiving Jesus- Jn.1:12- But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 

the right to become children of God 

3. Those who reject Jesus go to hell 

• Jn.3:36-  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 

God’s wrath remains on them. 
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• Rev.21:8- But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, 

sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which 

is the second death.” 

7. What should Christians speak? 

1. The Good News Mk 16:15- 15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the 

whole creation. 

2. What is the Good News? 1 Cor.15:3-4- 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures 

3. Only Jesus saves- Acts 4:11-12- 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has 

become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved.” 

8. Hell should not be used as a big stick 

• 1 Cor.6:9-10- addressed to Christians. 1 Cor.6:11- 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you 

were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

• Apostles did not speak of hell when proclaiming the gospel to non-believers.  

Two Examples of the Apostles Preaching 

First example: 

Occasion: Acts 2:14-40-To the Jews on the Day of Pentecost. 

Content: 

• The coming of the Holy Spirit and Jesus as Messiah was all in fulfillment of prophecy (v16-21; v25-28; 

v31-33) 

• Christ was crucified (v23) 

• You are guilty of His death (v23) 

• God raised him up (v24) 

• Repent and be baptised for the forgiveness of your sins (v38) 

THE NECESSITY OF SALVATION FROM OUR SINS THROUGH JESUS IS PREACHED- BUT THERE IS NO MENTION 

OF THE JUDGEMENT OF HELL 

9. Second example: 

Occasion: Acts 17:22-31- Paul preaches to the Greeks in Athens 

Content: 

• Introduces God as creator and Lord of all things (v24) 

• God is the author of all life (v25-28) 

• Repent for God will judge through his appointed one (v31) 

• God raised this appointed one from the dead (v31) 

SALVATION FROM THE COMING JUDGEMENT REQUIRES REPENTANCE- BUT THERE IS NO MENTION OF HELL 

10. How should Christians speak? 

1. With boldness- Rom.1:16 

2. With cunning and wisdom 

3. With gentleness and respect (1 Pet.3:15). 

4. The truth with love 

• Christians are guilty of domesticating the gospel- of leave out the less palatable elements so as not to 

offend- 1 Cor.1:18, 23- 18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God... 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly 

to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 

of God. 

• We are told to make a defence of our faith (1 Pet.3:15). When we testify regarding our faith we need to 

tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 

11. Romans 1:16-20 

12. Romans 1:21-27 

13. Romans 1:28-2:4 

14. Hebrews 10:32-39 


